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Executive Summary 

⦠ Nawrocki won by echoing nationalist sentiment, securing international endorsement, and by uniting 
the right. His stance on Ukrainian refugees resonated with the electorate, and his prominence was 
bolstered by meeting President Donald Trump in May. His agreement with Slawomir Mentzen secured 
an electoral majority. 

⦠ Nawrocki’s successful self-portrayal as a smear campaign victim helped secure electoral success. His 
wife’s viral comment – that she ‘catches gangsters, not marry them’ – aided his campaign rather than 
denting it. 

⦠ Polish legislative paralysis on certain issues is likely. Nawrocki has pledged to use his veto power to 
block a range of policies concerning the EU and judicial reform. 

⦠ The Law and Justice Party is likely to benefit. The election of its endorsed candidate reintroduces its 
prominence in Polish politics. Nawrocki’s veto power has the potential to cause a snap election if it 
sufficiently interrupts key legislation. 

⦠ European Union & Weimar Triangle relations will suffer. While broader cooperation is expected to 
continue concerning Russia’s war in Ukraine, Nawrocki’s campaign statement and veto pledges are 
likely to mitigate Donald Tusk’s attempts to thaw broader Poland-EU relations. 

Key Picture: Vote Distributions by Administrative Regions (Volvodeships) 

 

Source: RTE 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rte.ie%2Fnews%2F2025%2F0602%2F1516274-how-karol-nawrocki-won-the-polish-presidential-election%2F&psig=AOvVaw238pdAcdPxg6M36a3Vs6v7&ust=1750975489603000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBgQ3YkBahcKEwiw06GSyo2OAxUAAAAAHQAAAAAQBA
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Introduction 

Karol Nawrocki, an independent candidate endorsed by the Law and Justice Party (‘PiS’), was elected President 

of Poland in a political upset on 1st June 2025, following two rounds of voting. His election represents a tone 

shift away from Prime Minister Donald Tusk’s pro-EU policies, and is likely to frustrate and potentially deadlock 

the Polish legislature. This article explores the core aspects surrounding his victory, as well as assessing the likely 

impact of his presidency, which will commence on 6th June 2025. 

Section 1: Why Did Nawrocki Win?  

Nawrocki’s victory is the result of two core considerations: having successfully tapped into nationalist ‘Poland 

First’ sentiment, and by having positioned himself as the ‘primary’ right-wing candidate within Poland. These 

were achieved by successfully portraying allegations of criminality as a smear campaign, securing international 

recognition, and securing the backing of right-wing New Hope candidate Slawomir Mentzen.  

1.1 Domestic Sentiment & International Recognition 

Nawrocki campaigned extensively under the slogan ‘Poland First, Poles First’1, amplifying nationalist concerns 

regarding contemporary migration. Poland has accepted approximately one million Ukrainian refugees since the 

beginning of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, becoming a political and domestic issue in its own right2. 

While not unique in his anti-immigrant political platform, Nawrocki’s efforts were given significantly more air-

time – and thus legitimacy – through a meeting with U.S. President Donald Trump on 1st May 20253. These two 

elements combined – resonating with voter concerns, and earning recognition internationally – are critical to 

his coming second in the first round of voting, where he received 29.5% of the vote compared to Civic Coalition 

Trzaskowski’s 31.3%. 

1.2 Scandal Management & Uniting the Right 

Following the first round of voting, Nawrocki came under increasing press scrutiny for alleged criminality and 

criminal links – including allegations of football hooliganism4, pimping5, and connections to elements of Poland’s 

‘criminal underworld’6. Rather than denting his campaign, he succeeded in portraying himself as the victim of a 

coordinated smear campaign. This was aided by his wife, an employee at Poland’s National Revenue 

Administration, whose following comment went domestically viral: ‘I chase gangsters, I don’t marry them’7. 

Preceding the second round of voting, Nawrocki secured the support of third-place candidate Slawomir 

Mentzen’s voters by signing a list of eight pledges, which includes promises to block any potential accession of 

Ukraine to NATO and the possibility of Polish soldiers being sent to Ukraine8. This agreement led to a transfer of 

90% of Mentzen’s voter base voting for Nawrocki during the second round, ultimately precipitating his narrow 

victory9.  

Section 2: Impact Assessment: Future Trade  

2.1 Veto Power: Governmental Polarisation & Issue-Specific Paralysis 

While broadly ceremonial, the Polish presidency carries a veto over domestic legislation. Nawrocki has pledged 

to use this to hinder Prime Minister Donald Tusk’s Pro-EU reforms, as well as to meet the pledges agreed with 

Slawomir Mentzen10. Beyond reflecting this new dichotomy in Polish politics – the duality of a pro-EU Prime 

Minister and a eurosceptic President – Nawrocki’s pledged usage of his veto may lead to legislative paralysis 

within Poland. With dialogue between the opposition-controlled government and nationalist presidency thus 

far appearing ‘impossible’, this is likely to foster legislative deadlock; although policies may pass the Polish lower 

house of Parliament (the Sejm) only to be vetoed shortly thereafter. This appears most likely to thwart the Tusk 

government’s efforts to roll back PiS-led judicial changes11. 
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2.2 Potential for Law & Justice Party Resurgence 

Furthermore, the election of a PiS-endorsed candidate has firmly strengthened the likelihood of a PiS resurgence 

in Polish politics – strategic use of the Presidential veto, most notably vetoing the Polish national budget, may 

be considered as a potential means to collapsing Donald Tusk’s government coalition in a bid to force a national 

election12. Whether this comes to pass or not, the prospect of issue-specific paralysis is likely to ‘outsize’ PiS 

influence within domestic politics, strengthening their position for the remainder of Tusk’s premiership. 

2.3 The Weimar Triangle & Broader EU 

Nawrocki’s presidency is poised to prioritise sovereignty over solidarity and is likely to overturn the thawing of 

Poland-EU relations enjoyed during Tusk’s premiership to date. Whereas Tusk’s government enjoyed a German 

state visit from Chancellor Friedrich Merz on the first day of his chancellorship, Nawrocki has explicitly stated 

that he will not be ‘a butler for German interests’ and promised to demand WWII reparations from Germany on 

his campaign trail13. Whereas international dialogue is very likely to remain open due to the security threat 

posed by Russia, the reversal of Tusk’s positive overtures - coupled with Nawrocki’s pledges to veto further EU 

integration - are likely to render Weimar Triangle and EU-based collaboration difficult. This is likely to impact 

projects focusing on greater EU integration14. Beyond Poland alone, Nawrocki’s election adds to a recent string 

of right-wing electoral success stories across Europe, many of whom have warmly received his election. The 

intra-EU development of a far-right, illiberal EU bloc may well pose larger questions of European stability in the 

years to come15. 
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